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more your Majesty's arms have been attended with success,
the heavier hath been the burden laid upon us; whilst on
the other hand, the more vigorous your Majesty's efforts
have been, and the greater the advantages which have re-
dounded thence to your allies, the more those allies have
abated in their share of the expense.

" At the first entrance into this war, the Commons were
induced to exert themselves in the extraordinary manner
they did, and to grant such large supplies, as had been un-
known to former ages, in hopes thereby to prevent the
mischiefs of a lingering war, and to bring that, in which they
were necessarily engaged, to a speedy conclusion; but they
have been very unhappy in the event, whilst they have so
much reason to suspect, that what was intended to shorten
the war, hath proved the very cause of its long continuance ;
for those, to whom the profits of it have accrued, have been
disposed not easily to forgo them. And your Majesty will
from thence discern the true reason^ why so many have
delighted in a war, which brought in so rich an harvest yearly
from Great Britain.

"We are as far from desiring, as we know your Majesty
will be from concluding any peace, but upon safe and hon-
ourable terms; and we are far from intending to excuse
ourselves from raising all necessary and possible supplies,
for an effectual prosecution of the war, till such a peace can
be obtained : all that your faithful Commons aim at, all that
they wish, is an equal concurrence from the other powers,
engaged in alliance with your Majesty; and a just applica-
tion of what hath been already gained from the enemy,
towards promoting the common cause. Several large
countries and territories have been restored to the house of
Austria, such as the kingdom of Naples, the duchy of
Milan, and other places in Italy; others have been con-
quered, and added to their dominions, as the two electorates
of Bavaria and Cologne, the duchy of Mantua, and the
bishopric of Li&ge; these having been reduced in great
measure by our blood and treasure, may, we humbly con-
ceive, with great reason, be claimed to come in aid towards
carrying on the war in Spain. And therefore we make it
our earnest request to your Majesty, that you will give in-
structions to your ministers, to insist with the Emperor, that